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          WASHINGTON – Today Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) announced $951,916 in grants to fund three programs for low-income high school students.  The grants, released by the Department of Education, will go to Upward Bound, a TRIO program serving high school students who are from low-income families in which neither parent has a bachelor's degree.

          Upward Bound provides students with rigorous academics, tutoring, and support in filling out applications and filing financial aid that they need to get into college.  

          "I am pleased that the Department of Education has awarded nearly $1 million in funding for three Upward Bound Programs in my district," Olver said. "Upward Bound offers an invaluable service to high school students who are low-income and potential first-generation college students. It gives students a scholastic advantage through school year tutorial and counseling sessions, as well as summer programs. This funding will support the crucial goal of helping students succeed in college."

          The grants will serve to maintain the three currently existing programs in Fitchburg, Holyoke and Northfield. Fitchburg State College will receive $335,983, Holyoke Community College will receive $279,496 and Northfield Mount Herman will receive $336,437. 
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